
NUMBER OF SISTER SCHOOLS: 3 

TOTAL SISTERS PARTICIPATED: 22

MY BIG IDEA WORKSHOPS: 7 

TOTAL SISTERS PARTICIPATED: 63

NEW ACTIVE BUSINESSES: 21

ACTIVE BUSINESSES TOTAL: 63
Melbourne Accelerator Lead

GISELLE

Melbourne
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Annual Report, Regional 12 month update
July 1 2018 – June 30 2019

City of Darebin, Wyndham City, Springvale Neighbourhood House.

ORGANISATIONS PARTNERED WITH:

WHAT TRENDS AND BARRIERS HAVE YOU SEEN IN THE 

GROUPS OF SISTERS YOU ARE SUPPORTING?
Finding work that is flexible enough to allow for childcare 
responsibilities is the main barrier to employment.

WHAT BUSINESSES TRENDS ARE POPULAR?
We are seeing a bigger focus on sustainability – in 
particular through supply chain- for the new businesses. 
In terms of business type, food and maker/ artisan 
businesses remain the dominant sectors. In rapidly 
growing areas such as Wyndham, we are seeing 
businesses being created that respond to market gaps 
such as in healthcare and wellness.

DAREBIN, WYNDHAM, GREATER DANDENONG Melbourne Accelerator Lead
SUGANDHA



WHAT FEEDBACK DO YOU HEAR MOST OFTEN ABOUT THE 
IMPACT ON SISTERS OF BEING A PART OF GS?
The power of social connection and seeing Sisters who have 
met through Global Sisters programs help each other.

Seeing Sisters put themselves out there and take up 
opportunities that we connect them to.

Having their back right from the start of the journey  
has helped grow confidence.

WHAT EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN YOUR REGION?
The Melbourne team have participated in a research study 
looking enterprising women in Victoria and Malaysia. This 
research was conducted by Good Shepherd Microfinance 
and Swinburne University.

We were involved in roundtable discussions with 
organisations across the sector, we built relationships that 
have strengthened our ability to deliver our programs, 
we hosted an international delegation from Malaysia to 
showcase our Sisters and the power of what we do. We 
contributed to research and confirmed that we play an 
important role in supporting women in enterprise in Victoria.

TRICKIEST TO NAVIGATE IN THE LAST YEAR?
Getting access to commercial kitchens for our Sisters with 
food based  businesses (‘foodie’ Sisters) continues to be a 
challenge. Not having this space means, not being able to 
register the business and not being able to trade.

STANDOUT SISTER MOMENT FROM THE PAST 12 MONTHS
Seeing the power of the Sister Tribe in action.

Yoko, Zura and Luul presented at one of our partners’ funders 
lunch. At the event they had stalls, promoted their business, 
sold products, they even catered the event and then after all 
of that they got up and spoke in front of a room of people! 
They were operating on so many different levels and they 
all flourished. But the standout in all of this was how they 
supported each other through this. Not just on the day but 
in the lead up. They worked with each other in the kitchen, 
gave each other advice – it was peer learning at its finest.

FAVOURITE SISTER QUOTE FROM THE YEAR

“There are many 
people who support 

you, and feel with you, like 
you have a a passion, you have 
many things you want to do. And 

when you feel like there are many other 
businesses they feel with you and they 
want to support you – you feel like you 

have power so you can grow and 
give back to the community as 

well”
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LINA QASEM: SISTER PITCH-NOV 2018



Say  
hello@globalsisters.org 

Visit us online at  
www.globalsisters.orgJoin us

INTERESTED?

EXCITING HAPPENINGS
We are building a strong ecosystem for food based businesses in the Darebin region. 

Our partnerships with Melbourne Food Hub, Sustain, Darebin Council, Melbourne Farmers Markets. There is so 
much potential to unlock here for foodie Sisters. We are exploring partnerships with Free to Feed which is also 
where our new Melbourne office is.

Developing relationships/partnerships in SE Melbourne and Gippsland through a collaborative group that will 
grow our influence and support for our Sisters there.

Sister Pitch 2019 will be held in Melbourne with 5 women from Melbourne and 5 from regional Victoria.

PROUD SISTER MOMENT

NAME: FIONA WILKINSON

BUSINESS NAME: FIONA’S PET SERVICES

BUSINESS TYPE: DOG SITTIN
G/WALKING, PET MINDING

PROGRAMS PARTICIPATED IN:

Big Idea Workshop and Sister School.

YEAR SISTER JOINED GS: 2017

Fiona is the standout Sister for us this year – she has 

been consistently working on her business and growing 

it. She came to us in 2017 being on Newstart and 

with a passion for helping animals. While shy and has 

learning difficulties, she turns up to business meetups, 

takes all advice and has been slowly pushing herself out 

of her comfort zone to create a loyal customer base.

When we met for her last 90 Day Check-in in July she 

is at the point where is ready to scale/outsource/raise 

her prices as she is having to turn away work. She is 

consistently meeting her monthly sales goals for the last 6 

months and has a full-time income from the business.

WHAT COMMUNITIES WILL YOU BE FOCUSSING ON IN THE NEXT FY?
Growing our reach in Wyndham, developing our satellite hubs in SE Melbourne (Dandenong) and Gippsland and continuing our great work in Darebin.

Exploring expansion into Hume and Geelong.


