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We support many different communties, from women 
who are sole parenting, older women, culturally and 
linguistically diverse women and women with disabilities.

ACT Accelerator Lead
SANDRA

WHAT TRENDS AND BARRIERS HAVE YOU SEEN IN THE 

GROUPS OF SISTERS YOU ARE SUPPORTING?
We continue to see women wanting to opt into business as 
an alternative pathway but we are also seeing more Sisters 
who are contacting us in very early stage business incubation, 
or because they are wanting to reinvent their business. 
Sisters want to be part of a network they see as welcoming, 
supportive and enabling.

Sisters that have participated in the Global Sisters program 
are mentored and often build their knowledge and develop 
skills as well as experience income generation. Another 
observation is that we see Sisters experience a new sense of 
confidence, self-belief, knowledge and skills that lead to them 
seize new opportunities of income generation and economic 
participation.

Our outstanding partner organisations have been Northside Community Services, Libraries ACT and the Canberra Institute of 
Technology. Global Sisters have been welcomed in and offered facilities to hold our business meet-ups, check-ins, My Big Idea 
workshops and Sister Schools.

ORGANISATIONS PARTNERED WITH:

NUMBER OF SISTER SCHOOLS: 2 

TOTAL SISTERS PARTICIPATED: 12

MY BIG IDEA WORKSHOPS: 4 

TOTAL SISTERS PARTICIPATED: 25

NEW ACTIVE BUSINESSES: 14

ACTIVE BUSINESSES TOTAL: 26



WHAT FEEDBACK DO YOU HEAR MOST OFTEN ABOUT 

THE IMPACT ON SISTERS OF BEING A PART OF GS?
We constantly hear about Sisters gratitude for the inclusivity 
of the Global Sister offering of free business education and 
support that is tailored just for women like them.

WHAT BUSINESSES TRENDS ARE POPULAR?
There remains a diversity of businesses but whatever their 
business Sisters often articulate a desire that they are seeking 
primarily to help their own families or are often wanting to 
help or be of service to others.

WHAT EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN YOUR REGION?
Finding new ecosystems of supporters for Global Sisters 
in Canberra, such as the Food Coop Shop and Café or 
supportive Probono Coaches.

TRICKIEST TO NAVIGATE IN THE LAST YEAR?
Trying to find an appropriate alternative commercial kitchen 
for our Sisters to use when the one we were accessing 
became unavailable.

STANDOUT SISTER MOMENT FROM  

THE PAST 12 MONTHS

FAVOURITE SISTER QUOTE 

FROM THIS YEAR

There are too many! Perhaps what has been amazing is the 
celebration of many Sister moments over the year. Global Sisters 
were invited to talk to an International Women’s Day Breakfast 
at Northside Community Service where 70 originations were 
represented. Sisters were able to promote their business and 
engage in some market testing and promotion and it was a real 
boost to their confidence to be so warmly received.

 
SISTER: 

POST SISTER SCHOOL

“It is important for me be financially 
independent because I was often told 
that in order to succeed you need a 

man, and I want to prove that wrong”

 
SAME SISTER: 
1 YEAR LATER

“It calms me down knowing that I 
still have this in me – a passion for 
creating, a passion for what I have 

done. I can do business, I can 
be a business woman”



Say  
hello@globalsisters.org 

Visit us online at  
www.globalsisters.orgJoin us

INTERESTED?

PROUD SISTER MOMENT

NAME: AROMA IFTAKHAR HUSSAIN

BUSINESS NAME: AR IFTAKHAR CREATIVE DESIGN

BUSINESS TYPE: GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE

PROGRAMS PARTICIPATED IN:

Sister School, Business Meet ups, Sister Sharing 

Circle, Pop-up Markets, One-on-One Coaching, Eco-

System Connects, One-on-one planning meetings, 

Global Sister Tribe FB Group, successfully linked to 

grant opportunities, Tuesday night Teachings, Linked-

In Learning.

YEAR SISTER JOINED GS: NOVEMBER 2017

Aroma is an example of a Sister that thrived from 

our Global Sister Program at a time when she 

most needed it. As a result of being supported to 

follow her deepest aspirations her confidence in 

herself grew in such a way she was able to keep 

participating in increasingly more opportunities that 

came her way. She is now balancing her business 

with newly found employment.

EXCITING HAPPENINGS
The ACT has hidden disadvantage within what is considered an advantaged region. The Global Sister program 
forms part of the range of initiatives that offer change to a women’s trajectory by reaching this hidden disadvantage. 
It’s a worthwhile endeavour that needs to be mainstreamed as a resourced intervention.

An exciting development is that we now have Sisters travelling from various places in NSW over the ACT border to 
join our programs in the Nation’s Capital.

WHAT COMMUNITIES WILL YOU BE FOCUSSING ON IN THE NEXT FY?

Global Sisters is targeting Older women 50+ and Sole Parents, a 
group that is underserviced in our community.


